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Nebraska

As the BLU*tique gears up for the busy Christmas season, our Mater Filius moms and graduates are busy
buying warmer coats and shoes. In September alone our moms purchased 2,105 separate items. These
items range anywhere from new work clothes to diapers to towels. Now our younger residents are
getting in on the action as well. It turns out BLU bucks are a nice reward for positive behavior. Because,
really? Who doesn’t like to shop?
A favorite part of our Christmas season is the graduate breakfast hosted by our doulas. Current and
former Mater Filius moms shop for Christmas presents for their children and get to take wrapped
presents home.
Thanks to all of our donors who make the BLU*tique possible! We
are in a need of a few items: Receiving blankets, muslin blankets,
baby thermometers, pacifiers, new ladies underwear (all sizes),
nursing bras and camis, baby wash and lotion, Pantene shampoo and
conditioner, size 4t/5t girls clothing for winter, size 2 boys shoes,
boys socks (size 5 and up), Ladies new socks, childrens’ mittens (all
sizes), Ladies’ winter gloves and hats, paper towels, diaper genie
refills, body wash, deodorant, and new hair brushes. Thank you
so much! Please call to drop by and say hi! (402)933-3466!
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Circle of Security
Circle of Security is a course offered to our parents
that helps them develop a firm and safe relationship with their children. It encourages parents to
understand their children’s emotions. It teaches
the parents how to make their children feel secure.
This class is so valuable we wanted to offer it to all
of our moms, but the cost and location were huge
drawbacks. Enter Anne Raynor!
Anne was a year-long volunteer at Mater Filius
serving as a Sunday volunteer and doula. Anne
jumped at the opportunity to go to North
Just
like any household, we run
out of certain items all the time!
Toilet paper, paper towels, laundry
detergent, saran wrap, batteries….. if you use it
in your home, so do we! Please keep us in mind
for your next CostCo or Sam’s run! God bless you!
Pray for us. Some days it can be a spiritual battlefield
around here. Our moms work hard for positive
change in their lives, but there is a force that wants
to hold them back. We know the power of prayer
changes lives, so please keep our moms,
children and volunteers in your prayers.
Thank you so much!

Carolina and get trained in the
International Course (at her own
expense.) Today she teaches the
course on a regular basis and our
moms love what they are learning.

God always gives us
what we need when we
need it.
This is definitely the
theme for 2019 at Mater
Filius, NE.

“The whole course is to make
these moms aware of their
children’s emotional needs. It’s not
so much a parenting class, but a
way to help our moms give their
kids a strong and secure
foundation,” Anne said.

We started the year in a
flurry with our 5-year
Anniversary Mass at Sts. Peter
and Paul at the end of March. We
were blessed to have Archbishop Lucas
and Fr. Frank Jindra celebrate Mass with us. The school gym was full of our
volunteers who have built Mater Filius from the ground up, generous donors
who believe whole -heartedly in our mission, and many past and current moms
from our home. It was a beautiful and blessed night. God gave us great weather
that evening and the outpouring support of so many.

Mater Filius, Nebraska, is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.
If you feel called to donate, please send checks or money orders to:
Mater Filius, Nebraska
5924 S. 36th St.
Omaha, NE 68107
For your convenience, you can also donate through paypal on our website at:
www.materfiliusne.org.
Thank you for your consideration, and God bless you!

Nebraska

402.933.3466

Later in the month our housemom, Kathryn McKeighan, who has been with us
for four years, decided she was ready to transition from full-time employee to
volunteer status. We were sad to see Kathryn leave her position, but very happy
that she is able to travel to see her family and we still have her as a big part of
Mater Filius as she serves as Sacristan for our weekly Mass and as a fill-in
volunteer. We hired three women to replace her (see inside for their story.) God
had all three women ready to get to work and the transition was seamless.
In April we were offered funds to purchase the little, yellow house behind Mater

Filius to use as a new Early Childhood Learning Center.
It seemed like a win-win situation and it didn’t take us long to say yes.
In May we were blessed with generous donations from Omaha Gives that we
were not counting on. We used this money to do the necessary renovations.
God inspired so many to donate to us that we did not have to use any funds from
our operating budget.
God blessed us with a quiet summer that turned into a busy, baby-filled Fall. We
had only one mom during June and the beginning of July. This allowed for our
housemoms to get acclimated to the daily schedule, work to be done on the
Early Childhood Learning Center, and some downtime for all of our volunteers.
Then the end of July came and with it came a family of four which became a
family of five within two weeks. And then two more moms arrived on the same
day. Then a family of three and eventually a family of two. Today we are serving a
family from the South Sudan and a mom who arrived straight from Iraq.
Last month we hosted our sixth annual Volunteer Mass and dinner. Every year we
celebrate at the Holy Family Shrine in Gretna, and we are in awe at all the people
who come out on a Monday night to celebrate another year of their commitment
to volunteer at Mater Filius.
Our house is full, our housemoms are doing amazing work and our volunteers
are always ready to respond to the call for help. What more could we ask for?
God always gives us what we need when we need it.
Thank you for your continued generosity to the families we serve!
Jim and Julie Mainelli, General Directors
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A Family Baptism
Congratulations to our graduate, Hailey Ghumm, who brought
her three girls into the
Catholic Church this summer.
Shortly after entering Mater
Filius two years ago, Hailey
decided to come back to her
faith and received the
Sacrament of Reconciliation
with Fr. Jindra. “I wanted my
girls to be baptized so I can
help them build a relationship
with Jesus,“ Hailey said. Her
oldest daughter, Jovee,
attends kindergarten at Sts.
Peter and Paul and the younger two girls, Emree and Adlee are
in our Early Childhood Learning Center.

welcome to the world!
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What started out as a quiet summer with only one mom residing
in Mater Filius quickly changed by the end of July. One day
there was one woman and the next day there was a mom with
three kids and one on the way. Two weeks later, the house was
completely full. That’s how quickly things change in our home!
We welcomed five babies between Aug. 18 and Nov. 6. We have
a baby due in December and one in March! Stay tuned….

The Early Childhood
Learning Center

How many women does it take to
replace a live-in, 24/7 housemom?
Three, to be exact. We are blessed with
three women who are ready to take on
the demanding job of coaching our
moms, driving them to appointments,
making sure they are fulfilling their
goals and many, many more things.

Welcome Pam, Geri and Amanda!
Pam Galvan walked over to Mater Filius last

We recruited Geri because she was a seasoned

In lieu of rent, Amanda offers a steady hand

This summer we took advantage of the lull with fewer girls in
the home and turned our attention to the little yellow house
behind Mater Filius. The funds for the purchase of the home
were donated to Mater Filius last spring, and Mater Filius
took ownership May 1. Renovation included new floors
throughout the main floor, every wall was painted
and new cupboards were placed in the kitchen,
The large windows allow the beautiful sunlight in
and give the children plenty of room to play with
separate sleeping rooms.

May after Mass and was intrigued with the

mom and not afraid to be firm, but loving,

and is a great role model for our moms who

part-time position of housemom. The

with our moms and their children.

live in the home. “Being a Mathis (a mom

“The kiddos transitioned well into their new
home,“ says Annie Murphy, Director of the ECLC.
“ They love coming to the little, yellow house each
day and it is their home away from home.” On the
first day of its opening, Annie welcomed two new
children and a new part-time caregiver, Molly Dejka.

Pam’s ability to discern between a major

The old Early Childhood Learning Center space is now
used as a play area for our moms and their children
currently living at Mater Filius.

Geri Schmidt is a busy mom of eight who

former charge nurse wasn’t quite ready for
retirement and decided Mater Filius might
be the answer to keeping her busy. “The
decision to take this position was already in
God’s plan!” Pam says, “It is a blessing to
serve and I pray I can make a difference.”
medical issue and something that can be
dealt with at home has been a blessing and
a time-saver. Pam and her husband, Benny,
are parishioners at Sts. Peter and Paul.

decided that since her youngest daughter is
in school full-time maybe it would be okay
to work a little outside the home.

“I have always wanted to do something in
the Pro-life movement, but with a large
family I haven’t been able to dedicate as
much time as I would have liked. This came
along and it was just the right fit at the
right time. I couldn’t pass up the chance to
do something as important as helping to
give women a reason to say yes to life,”
Geri said. Geri, her husband Bill, and their
children are members at St. Robert
Bellarmine.
Our Mater Filius graduate,
Amanda Carrico, now
resides in Kathryn’s old
apartment. She is on
duty from 8 p.m. to
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8 a.m. every day.

residing at Mater Filius) is learning to be
accountable in all aspects of our lives. It’s
not easy to come into this structured
environment when you are used to being in
survival mode. But now that I am the
overnight housemom, I’ve faced many
challenges that have made me realize that
I’m not here for me, I’m here to give back
what I’ve been given.”

